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attention from troubles at home by the stress and
glory of foreign war. Doctrinal Lollards and doc-
trinaire agitators had been a nuisance ever since the
chaos of Richard IPs time, and an open war with
the French was never unpopular, even if success were
uncertain.

Henry reduced Harfleur by aid of the German
guns, and as his army was diminished to about half
by death and sickness, he selected perhaps about five
thousand of all arms, including the German gunners
with their train, and set out for Calais provided with
only eight days3 rations. One can only suppose that
the tradition of his great-grandfather's march nearly
seventy years before worked in his mind. For Edward
had accomplished a longer march with success. Start-
ing at a point far beyond Harfleur on the Cherbourg
peninsula, he had advanced through Normandy by
Caen and Rouen along the Seine almost to the gates
of Paris ; had crossed the Seine, and then struck north
through Beauvais, then a little west of Amiens and
Abbeville, and so to a sandy ford near the mouth
of the Somme, not far from the point where the
single line to St. Valery now crosses. From there
he had made his way north-east to the forest of
Cressy, and so to the siege and reduction of Calais,
If that prolonged march, the passage of two diffi-
cult rivers and a decisive battle had been possible
for a great-grandfather, it was surely possible for a
younger generation and a military instinct unsurpassed
by Edward III, or even by the Black Prince.

A prudent king would have held Harfleur as Edward
had held Calais, and withdrawn the relics of his wast-
ing army to their own country. But Henry, then
only twenty-seven, aimed at recovering the country's
fame in arms, and with his little column of five